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Seasonal Apportionments of Pacific 
Cod TAC and Allocations for 
Processing of Pacific Cod TAC Between 
Inshore and Offshore Components 

Pacific cod fishing is divided into two 
seasons in the Western and Central 
Regulatory Areas of the GOA. For hook-
and-line, pot and jig gear, the A season 
begins on January 1 and ends on June 
10, and the B season begins on 
September 1 and ends on December 31. 
For trawl gear, the A season begins on 
January 20 and ends on June 10, and the 
B season begins on September 1 and 
ends on November 1 (§ 679.23(d)(3)). 
After subtraction of incidental catch 
needs by the inshore and offshore 
components in other directed fisheries 

through the A season ending June 10, 60 
percent of the annual TAC will be 
available as a directed fishing allowance 
during the A season for the inshore and 
offshore components. The remaining 40 
percent of the annual TAC will be 
available for harvest during the B season 
and will be apportioned between the 
inshore and offshore components, as 
provided in § 679.20(a)(6)(ii). Any 
amount of the A season apportionment 
of Pacific cod TAC under or over 
harvested will be added to or subtracted 
from the B season apportionment of 
Pacific cod TAC (see § 679.20(a)(11)(ii)). 
For purposes of clarification, NMFS 
points out that the dates for the A 
season and the B season Pacific cod 

fishery differ from those of the A, B, C, 
and D seasons for the pollock fisheries. 

Section 679.20(a)(6)(ii) requires that 
the TAC apportionment of Pacific cod in 
all regulatory areas be allocated to 
vessels catching Pacific cod for 
processing by the inshore and offshore 
components. Ninety percent of the 
Pacific cod TAC in each regulatory area 
is allocated to vessels catching Pacific 
cod for processing by the inshore 
component. The remaining 10 percent 
of the TAC is allocated to vessels 
catching Pacific cod for processing by 
the offshore component. These seasonal 
apportionments and allocations of the 
2005 and 2006 Pacific cod TACs are 
shown in Tables 7 and 8, respectively.

TABLE 7.—FINAL 2005 SEASONAL APPORTIONMENTS AND ALLOCATION OF PACIFIC COD TAC AMOUNTS IN THE GULF OF 
ALASKA; ALLOCATIONS FOR PROCESSING BY THE INSHORE AND OFFSHORE COMPONENTS (VALUES ARE ROUNDED TO 
THE NEAREST METRIC TON.) 

[Area Apportionments Resulting From Seasonal Distribution of Biomass] 

Season Regulatory area TAC 

Component allocation 

Inshore 
(90%) 

Offshore 
(10%) 

Western ................................................................ 15,687 14,118 1,569 
A season (60%) .................................................... ............................................................................... 9,412 8,471 941 
B season (40%) .................................................... ............................................................................... 6,275 5,647 628 

Central .................................................................. 25,086 22,577 2,509 
A season (60%) .................................................... ............................................................................... 15,052 13,547 1,505 
B season (40%) .................................................... ............................................................................... 10,034 9,031 1,003 

Eastern ................................................................. 3,660 3,294 366 

Total ............................................................... ............................................................................... 44,433 39,989 4,444 

TABLE 8.—FINAL 2006 SEASONAL APPORTIONMENTS AND ALLOCATION OF PACIFIC COD TAC AMOUNTS IN THE GULF OF 
ALASKA; ALLOCATIONS FOR PROCESSING BY THE INSHORE AND OFFSHORE COMPONENTS 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton.] 

Season Regulatory area TAC 

Component allocation 

Inshore 
(90%) 

Offshore 
(10%) 

Western ...................................... 13,797 12,417 1,380 
A season (60%) .............................................................................. .................................................... 8,278 7,450 828 
B season (40%) .............................................................................. .................................................... 5,519 4,967 552 

Central ........................................ 22,064 19,858 2,206
A season (60%) .............................................................................. .................................................... 13,238 11,914 1,324 
B season (40%) .............................................................................. .................................................... 8,826 7,944 882 

Eastern ....................................... 3,219 2,897 322 

Total ......................................................................................... .................................................... 39,080 35,172 3,908 

Demersal Shelf Rockfish 
NMFS reminds all fishermen that full 

retention of all demersal shelf rockfish 
(DSR) by federally permitted catcher 
vessels using hook-and-line or jig gear 
fishing for groundfish and Pacific 
halibut in the SEO District of the GOA 
is now required (see § 679.20(j)). NMFS 
has published a final rule (69 FR 68095, 
November 23, 2004) implementing this 
regulation effective December 23, 2004. 

Halibut PSC Limits 
In accordance with regulations at 

§ 679.21(d), annual halibut PSC limits 
are established and apportioned to trawl 
and hook-and-line gear and may be 
established for pot gear. In December 
2004, the Council recommended that 
NMFS maintain the 2004 halibut PSC 
limits of 2,000 mt for the trawl fisheries 
and of 300 mt for the hook-and-line 
fisheries, with 10 mt of the hook-and-

line limit allocated to the DSR fishery in 
the SEO District and the remainder to 
the remaining hook-and-line fisheries 
for each of the 2005 and 2006 
groundfish fisheries. Historically, the 
DSR fishery, defined at 
§ 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(A), has been 
apportioned this amount in recognition 
of its small scale harvests. Although 
observer data are not available to verify 
actual bycatch amounts, given most 
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